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Hardship Program

How to create
a realistic
family budget
Written by Chris O’Shea

Even during steady financial times, a family budget is vital.
Now, with the pandemic turning life upside down, tracking
where your money is going becomes even more important.
Here are some ways to help create a realistic family budget.

+ This program is available to members
that have been impacted by wildfires.
+ With this program you’ll have the
opportunity to skip up to six months
of your Visa® Credit Card, Auto, Mortgage
and or Personal loan payment(s).
+ A credit union representative will
provide personalized assistance.
Visit www.PremierOneCU.org
for more details.

GET TOGETHER

As US News notes, the first step toward forming
a family budget is making sure the adults see
things the same way. That means you need
to have a frank financial discussion with your
partner about spending vs saving, long-term
goals and more.

typically discretionary expenses. Maybe you
cancel some subscription services. Maybe you
get better about meal planning so the grocery
bill gets a trim. However you do it, reducing
expenses is a key part of a budget.

TRACK IT

Why is cutting back so important to a budget?
So that you’re maxing out your savings. Every
penny you gain from reducing expenses should
be funnelled into savings accounts. Make sure
you are stocking your retirement accounts,
long-term goal accounts and emergency
funds accounts.

Once you have a clear, big picture idea about
your finances, it’s time to get down to the details.
Track at least 60 days worth of transactions to
see how much money is coming in, how much
money is going out, and where that money
ultimately ends up. Be careful to note which
expenses are fixed (rent, student loan and debt
payments, etc.) and which are discretionary
(entertainment, dining out, etc.).
CUT BACK

With your numbers in hand, comb through
the transactions to see where you can reduce
spending. The easiest category to cut back is

SAVE UP

REVIEW, TOO

With your budget finalized, set a reminder to
review it six months from now. Budgets are
typically only reviewed when big events happen
— like a job loss or a raise — but don’t make
that mistake. Review your budget regularly to
make sure it’s optimized.

PremierOne
Auto Sale
October 1-31, 2020
Purchase a vehicle through
Enterprise Certified® Car Sales and
receive a 1.25% loan discount.*
+ No Haggle Pricing
+ FREE CARFAX® Vehicle History
Report™ on every vehicle
+ 12 month/12,000 Mile limited
powertrain warranty
Visit www.PremierOneCU.org
for more details.
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Credit Sense
Your credit score affects every aspect of your financial life – from
loan rates to cost of insurance. The better your score, the more you
save. That’s why we’ve made it easier to monitor your credit score
by offering 24/7 access to it for FREE in eBranch and in our Mobile
Banking App. Log in to eBranch or Download the PremierOne Credit
Union Banking App and enjoy:
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

FREE Unlimited access to your credit score
FREE Monthly credit reports
FREE Tips for improving your score
FREE Opportunities to save
See the average credit score with your zip code
Review how your credit score has changed over time
Initiate credit report disputes from the app
Credit Sense FAQs

Visit www.PremierOneCU.org for more info.

The PremierOne
Visa Gold Credit Card
Earns you 2X more points!
It’s never been easier to get rewarded with your
Visa Gold Credit Card, simply:
+ Register your Visa Gold credit card at uchooserewards.com,
earn 500 reward points and check out your point balance today**
+ Earn double points when you spend $1,000 per month during
the next 3 months***
+ Redeem points for great rewards like cash, merchandise, travel,
gift cards, and activities
Visit uchooserewards.com to register your card
and review the rewards.

Keeping tabs on your credit and
debit cards just got easier.
Customizable credit and debit card controls and real-time transaction
alerts are now available in our mobile banking app. Log in to the
PremierOne Credit Union Mobile Banking app and follow the easy
steps to download the Card Companion app.

Card Companion

Once downloaded, you’ll be able to access card alerts and controls
from either the PremierOne Credit Union Mobile Banking app or
via the Card Companion app, all with your existing username
and password.

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. 1.25% off current PremierOne Credit Union rate with a max loan term of 60 months. Loan payment example: $15,000 financed for 60 months at 5.00% APR will have monthly
payments of $283. 100% Financing available. Financing for qualied PremierOne Credit Union members. Not all buyers will qualify. Offer valid only on Enterprise Car Sales vehicles purchased through
October 31, 2020 and is subject to change without notice. Rate is not available to refinance existing PremierOne Credit Union auto loans. This offer cannot be combined with any other offer. Used vehicles
were previously part of the Enterprise rental fleet &/or an affiliated company’s lease fleet or purchased by Enterprise from sources including auto auctions, customer trade-ins or from other sources,
with a possible previous use including rental, lease, transportation network company or other use. Photo for illustration only. The “e” logo & Enterprise are trademarks of Enterprise Holdings, Inc. All other
trademarks are the property of their respective owners. ©2020 Enterprise Car Sales. **This Bonus offer promotional period begins on September 1 and ends November 30, 2020. 500 Bonus Points will be
awarded to the cardholder account at the beginning of the month following their registration in the uChoose Rewards Program as long as the account is still open. Limited to the first card registering on an
account. ***Cardholders will be awarded 1,000 Additional Bonus Points for spending a cumulative total of at least $1,000.00 on 1 or more qualified transactions during the months of September, October
and November 2020. Purchases do not include items returned for credit, balance transfers, cash advances, interest and account fees. Double Points will be awarded at the beginning of the month following
the qualification month as long as the account is still open.

